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1
CONTROL CHANNEL SIGNALING AND
ACQUISITION FOR CARRIER
AGGREGATION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/582,459 filed Oct. 20, 2009, now U.S. Pat.
No. 8,705,461 issued Apr. 22, 2014, which claims the benefit
of U.S. Provisional Patent Application Nos. 61/106,810 filed
Oct. 20, 2008; 61/111,573 filed Nov. 5, 2008; 61/142,429
filed Jan. 5, 2009; and 61/157,758 filed Mar. 5, 2009, which
are incorporated by reference as if fully set forth.

FIELD OF INVENTION
This application is related to wireless communications.
BACKGROUND

Long Term Evolution (LTE) supports data rates up to 100
Mbps in the downlink and 50 Mbps in the uplink. LTE-
Advanced (LTE-A) provides a fivefold improvement in
downlink data rates relative to LTE using, among other tech-
niques, carrier aggregation. Carrier aggregation may support,
for example, flexible bandwidth assignments up to 100 MHz.
Carriers are known as component carriers in LTE-A.

LTE-A may operate in symmetric and asymmetric configu-
rations with respect to component carrier size and the number
of component carriers. This is supported through the use or
aggregation of up to five 20 MHz component carriers. For
example, a single contiguous downlink (DL) 40 MHz LTE-A
aggregation of multiple component carriers may be paired
with a single 15 MHz uplink (UL) carrier. Non-contiguous
LTE-A DL aggregate carrier assignments may therefore not
correspond with the UL aggregate carrier assignment.

Aggregate carrier bandwidth may be contiguous where
multiple adjacent component carriers may occupy continuous
10, 40 or 60 MHz. Aggregate carrier bandwidth may also be
non-contiguous where one aggregate carrier may be built
from more than one, but not necessarily adjacent component
carriers. For example, a first DI component carrier of 15
MHz may be aggregated with a second non-adjacent DL
component carrier of 10 MHz, yielding an overall 25 MHz
aggregate bandwidth for LTE-A. Moreover, component car-
riers may be situated at varying pairing distances. For
example, the 15 and 10 MHz component carriers may be
separated by 30 MHz, or in another setting, by only 20 MHz.
As such, the number, size and continuity of component car-
riers may be different in the UL and DL.

In order to access LTE-A for DL and UL transmissions, a
wireless transmit/receive unit (WTRU) may need to know DL
and UL carrier configurations in terms of bandwidth, DL and
UL component carrier pairings, random access parameters,
and other LTE-A system specific information. Carrier aggre-
gation information, such as the identity of the carrier, may
also need to be conveyed from a base station to the WIRU.
Control information with respect to carrier aggregation
implementation may be carried over a physical downlink
control channel (PDCCH). The requirements for the PDCCH
may need to be defined and the WTRU may need to know the
time and frequency location of the PDCCH to obtain the
control information.

SUMMARY

A method and apparatus for control channel signaling and
acquisition in wireless communications that supports carrier
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aggregation. The method includes determining to which com-
ponent carrier to listen to, detecting the downlink control
channel, processing mapping information related to down-
link and uplink transmissions and operating discontinuous
reception with respect to carrier aggregation. The method
also includes detecting a component carrier, determining the
component carrier type and locating the anchor component
carrier, if necessary, where the anchor component carrier
carries the carrier aggregation information.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more detailed understanding may be had from the fol-
lowing description, given by way of example in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is an embodiment of a wireless communication
system/access network of long term evolution (LTE);

FIG. 2 are example block diagrams of a wireless transmit/
receive unit and a base station of the LTE wireless commu-
nication system; and

FIG. 3 are examples of different component carriers.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

When referred to hereafter, the terminology “wireless
transmit/receive unit (WTRU)” includes but is not limited to
a user equipment (UE), a mobile station, a fixed or mobile
subscriber unit, a pager, a cellular telephone, a personal digi-
tal assistant (PDA), a computer, or any other type of user
device capable of operating in a wireless environment. When
referred to hereafter, the terminology “base station” includes
butis not limited to a Node-B, a site controller, an access point
(AP), or any other type of interfacing device capable of oper-
ating in a wireless environment.

FIG. 1 shows a Long Term Evolution (LTE) wireless com-
munication system/access network 100 that includes an
Evolved-Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UT-
RAN) 105. The E-UTRAN 105 includes a WTRU 110 and
several evolved Node-Bs, (eNBs) 120. The WTRU 110 is in
communication with an eNB 120. The eNBs 120 interface
with each other using an X2 interface. Each of the eNBs 120
interface with a Mobility Management Entity (MME)/Serv-
ing GateWay (S-GW) 130 through an S1 interface. Although
a single WTRU 110 and three eNBs 120 are shown in FIG. 1,
it should be apparent that any combination of wireless and
wired devices may be included in the wireless communica-
tion system access network 200.

FIG. 2 is an example block diagram of an LTE wireless
communication system 200 including the WTRU 110, the
eNB 120, and the MME/S-GW 130. As shown in FIG. 2, the
WTRU 110, the eNB 120 and the MME/S-GW 130 are con-
figured to perform control channel signaling and acquisition
for a carrier aggregation implementation.

In addition to the components that may be found in a
typical WTRU, the WTRU 110 includes a processor 216 with
an optional linked memory 222, at least one transceiver 214,
an optional battery 220, and an antenna 218. The processor
216 is configured to perform control channel signaling and
acquisition for a carrier aggregation implementation. The
transceiver 214 is in communication with the processor 216
and the antenna 218 to facilitate the transmission and recep-
tion of wireless communications. In case a battery 220 is used
in the WTRU 110, it powers the transceiver 214 and the
processor 216.

In addition to the components that may be found in a
typical eNB, the eNB 120 includes a processor 217 with an
optional linked memory 215, transceivers 219, and antennas
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221. The processor 217 is configured to perform control chan-
nel signaling and acquisition for a carrier aggregation imple-
mentation. The transceivers 219 are in communication with
the processor 217 and antennas 221 to facilitate the transmis-
sion and reception of wireless communications. The eNB 120
is connected to the Mobility Management Entity/Serving
GateWay (MME/S-GW) 130 which includes a processor 233
with an optional linked memory 234.

LTE-Advanced (LTE-A) uses carrier aggregation, where a
LTE-A cell is composed of multiple LTE carriers, each up to
20 MHz and possibly contiguous. Carrier aggregation infor-
mation may need to be conveyed from a base station to a
wireless transmit/receive unit (WTRU) for downlink and
uplink transmissions.

Disclosed herein are example methods for indicating that
carrier aggregation may be in use and applicable. It is noted
that LTE-A may need to be backward compatible with LTE
Release 8 and 9 and therefore one, several, or all component
carriers may support earlier LTE-based operation. A compat-
ible component carrier may carry a synchronization channel
(SCH), a broadcast channel (BCH), and other LTE channels.
It is further noted that LTE WTRUs operating in a carrier
aggregation environment may have no knowledge that it is in
a LTE-A carrier aggregation cell. A network mechanism is
used to prevent excessive handover (HO) and cell load bal-
ancing.

One example method for conveying carrier aggregation
applicability uses a broadcast channel. Compatibility with
LTE means that one, several or all component carriers may
carry a LTE-A BCH to inform an LTE-A compliant WTRU
about carrier aggregation. The LTE-A BCH is an extension of
the LTE BCH that does not interfere with and is compatible
with LTE operation. The LTE-A BCH carries LTE-A related
cell-specific control information as disclosed herein. The
LTE-A related cell-specific control information may be car-
ried as a new master information block (MIB) in a LTE-A
primary BCH (P-BCH) that is either in a LTE-compatible
carrier or an LTE-A only component carrier. The LTE-A
related cell-specific control information may also be carried
as anew system information block (SIB)in a LTE-A dynamic
BCH (D-BCH) that is either in a LTE-compatible carrier or an
LTE-A only component carrier.

As disclosed hereinafter with respect to example embodi-
ments, a component carrier that is compatible with LTE
Release 8 WTRUs may also be an anchor carrier, where an
anchor carrier carries the LTE-A specific control information.
A new MIB and new SIB may be defined for this anchor
component carrier for LTE-A WTRUs. There may also be
other component carriers which are not compatible with
Release 8 WTRUs. The current structure for LTE WTRUs
may be preserved in this anchor component carrier. For
example, the synchronization channel and broadcast channel
that carry the MIB and SIBs may be the same as in Release 8.
The new MIB and/or SIBs that may be transmitted in this
anchor component carrier for LTE-A WTRUs may be read-
able only by LTE-A WTRUs. The new MIB and SIBs may be
time and/or frequency multiplexed with the LTE Release 8
MIB and SIBs. Moreover, a new radio network temporary
identifier (RNTI) may be used by the LTE-A WTRUs for the
new MIB and SIBs. The MIBs and SIBs that are readable by
the LTE-A WTRUs may exist on all anchor component car-
riers. The new MIB and SIBs may be based on the LTE-A
WTRU class.

As disclosed hereinafter with respect to example embodi-
ments, a component carrier that is compatible with LTE
Release-8 WTRUs may also be an anchor carrier having
additional SIBs that are defined on this anchor component
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carrier for LTE-A WTRUs. There may also be other compo-
nent carriers which are not compatible with Release-8
WTRUs. New MIB and/or SIBs may be defined in the other
component carriers for LTE-A WTRUs.

In another example method, non-message based methods
may be used to indicate carrier aggregation. The information
about downlink component carriers may be implicitly carried
in the synchronization channel. For example, the synchroni-
zation sequences that are used by a base station, such as an
eNodeB, on component carriers are selected/arranged such
that when the WTRU detects them, these component carriers
are known to be aggregated.

In another example method, existing spares codepoints
may be used in the existing MIB to indicate 40, 60, 80, etc.
MHz aggregation.

In another example method, the extension bit on spares in
existing MIBs may refer to some other location that may have
more detailed information about all the possible bandwidth
configurations. For example, SIB1 or extension thereof may
be used.

In another example method, LTE-A control and/or system
information may be transmitted with Radio Resource Control
(RRC) signaling. In this example, no new MIB or SIBs are
defined for LTE-A WTRUs. Aftera WTRU gets connected to
the system, the required information may be signaled with
higher layer signaling. To reduce delay, this information can
also be transmitted during the Random Access Channel
(RACH) process, for example, using message 4.

In another example method, the component carriers are not
compatible with Release 8 WTRUs and are not discoverable
by Release 8 WTRUs. New synchronization channel, MIBs
and SIBs may be defined on these component carriers. These
new channels and information are readable by LTE-A
WTRUs. Auxiliary carriers may also be defined that are not
discoverable by any WTRU. These may be discovered via
signaling on other carriers and used as needed to increase the
transmission bandwidth. Same cell ID or some other implicit
function may be used for the component carriers that are to be
aggregated. For example, when the WTRU detects the same
cell ID on several component carriers, it then means these
carriers are aggregated. A pre-sorted list may exist for com-
ponent carriers that are being aggregated. This list may be
transmitted to the WTRU via signaling disclosed herein.

In another example method disclosed hereinafter with
respect to example embodiments and the uplink, the WTRU
detects all or some of the component carriers. The WTRU
starts the random access procedure for all of the component
carriers it wants to be aggregated. For example, if there are 5
component carriers and the WTRU wants to use only the 1st
and 2nd, then random access is attempted for these two com-
ponent carriers. For uplink carrier aggregation, RRC signal-
ling or random access messages, for example message 4, may
be used.

In another example method, each component carrier is read
individually and then tied together through comparing and
matching up BCH information. For example, a flag may be
used on the BCH to indicate that this component carrier is a
part of an aggregation. In this case, redundant MIB informa-
tion that may transmitted on MIB on each individual compo-
nent carrier, such as most significant (MSB) of sequence
frame number (SFN), may need to be consolidated.

In another example method, a component carrier may be
LTE Release 8 WIRU compatible and part of an aggregate.
However, it does not carry an LTE-A P-BCH. The component
carrier may be part of a slave/master scheme where the com-
ponent carry may broadcast an offset, such as for example, a
pairing distance to a master component carrier. The offset



US 9,094,957 B2

5

may be used as a flag that points at a component carrier that
provides the LTE-A BCH (e.g., the master).

For each of the examples discussed herein and as disclosed
with respect to the example embodiments, if an LTE-A
WTRU camps on a component carrier that does not carry the
LTE-A system information, the WTRU may be redirected to
a component carrier that carries the LTE-A system informa-
tion.

As such, the LTE-A WTRU may receive information
regarding which component carrier(s) to listen to for down-
link control information from the LTE-A BCH, or L1 or L2/3
signaling.

Disclosed hereinafter are example methods for detecting
the downlink control information. The WTRU then may
detect its downlink control channel among all candidates by
using blind detection, where candidates are all possible con-
trol channels among which one or more target the specific
WTRU. As stated herein, a downlink control channel may be
a physical downlink control channel (PDCCH) that may be
used to send LTE-A control information. When multiple
PDCCHs are used for component carriers, for example when
there is one PDCCH per component carrier, the number of
blind detections increases remarkably with the number of
PDCCHs. The number of blind detections can be reduced by
limiting the WTRU-specific search space. This search space
is signaled to the WTRU by higher layer signaling. To reduce
the number of blind detections and higher layer signaling
overhead, the same search space may be used in all compo-
nent carriers, such as for example, the search space used in the
primary carrier.

Disclosed hereinafter are examples of what the control
information may indicate. In an example, the LTE-A control
information may indicate the location of downlink data grants
for LTE-A WTRUS. In an example embodiment, the location
of the downlink data grants may be in the same component
carrier in which the control information was received. In
another example embodiment, the location of the downlink
data grants may be in a different component carrier than that
in which the control information was received. In another
example embodiment, if multiple component carriers are
used to carry the location of the downlink data grants, the
location of the downlink data grants may or may not be
included in the same component carrier in which the control
information was received.

The downlink data grants may indicate a pre-grant. For
example, in a transmission time interval (TTI) before the
actual grant, the WTRU may receive the pre-grant which tells
the WTRU that an actual grant will be transmitted in the next
TTI. The pre-grant may also indicate on which component
carrier(s) the data may be sent. In this way, the LTE-A WTRU
can reduce the memory needed to buffer downlink data that is
for other WTRUs.

The WTRU may be configured to handle downlink data
grants that may arrive one or more symbols prior to arrival of
the data. The LTE-A sub-frame may have control symbols
positioned earlier than in LTE to permit lower complexity
WTRU operation.

Disclosed hereinafter are examples with respect to the
physical downlink control channel (PDCCH) and how it may
be mapped to component carriers depending on at least the
size of the total aggregated bandwidth, the number of com-
ponent carriers and other factors disclosed herein.

In an embodiment, the WTRU is configured to handle the
scenario when the sizes of the component carriers are differ-
ent and the sum is less than or equal to the maximum LTE
bandwidth of 20 MHz (e.g., two carriers of 10 MHz and 5
MHz; or two carriers of 10 MHz each). One PDCCH for
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multiple component carriers may be used. For example, one
PDCCH for (10+10) MHz may use the same control channel
formats as in LTE.

In another embodiment, one control channel, e.g., the
PDCCH, may be used for a group of multiple downlink com-
ponent carriers, including as many as all the available com-
ponent carriers. The PDCCH may be transmitted in one ofthe
multiple downlink component carriers. The WTRU is config-
ured to detect the PDCCH without having to search in all of
the other component carriers of the group. As necessary, the
PDCCH may be shifted to another component carrier, the
location of which is communicated to the WTRU by L1 or
L.2/1.3 signaling or based on implicit mapping derived from
the sequence frame number (SFN), TTI index, WTRU ID, etc.

In some cases, the same frequency resources may be used
in all or some of the component carriers. For example, for
WTRUs with peak data rate requirements, it may be possible
that all or most of the resources on all component carriers will
be used for both downlink or uplink transmissions, or that
wideband CQI is reported by the WTRU. The same resources
on multiple component carriers may also be used for fre-
quency diversity, by coding and distributing the transmission
over multiple component carriers (and within component car-
riers), repeating the same data on those resources in different
component carriers, using different redundancy versions in
different component carriers, or when hopping over the com-
ponent carriers.

When using a PDCCH per component carrier approach, it
is unnecessary to send separate PDCCHs for all component
carriers. If the same HARQ process is used for the component
carriers, it may be indicated by L.1 or .2/1.3 signaling that the
one PDCCH is used for all or some subset of the component
carriers. If separate HARQ processes are used for the com-
ponent carriers, smaller PDCCH formats may be used for the
other component carriers. These formats do not need to carry
common information, such as resource allocation, MIMO
information, etc.

When one PDCCH is used for multiple component carriers
(including all), it may be indicated by L1 or .2/1.3 signaling.
The PDCCH format includes common information, e.g.,
resource allocation, MIMO, etc., that is applied to all com-
ponent carriers.

In the case that component carriers are different sizes, the
same allocation may be possible for all operating component
carriers. Therefore, a rule is needed for the WTRU and the
base station on how to interpret the allocation in other com-
ponent carriers. For example, if the PDCCH in component
carrier A indicates that resource blocks (RBs) 50-100 are
used, but in the attached component carrier, component car-
rier B, where the allocation is to be copied, there are only 75
RBs, the allocation for component carrier B has to be deter-
mine. In this case, the rules may determine that component
carrier B should use RBs 50-75, or use RBs 25-75.

The mapping between the PDCCH and the component
carriers used to transmit a shared data channel, for example a
physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH), may be done by
higher layer signaling, [.1 signaling (the PDCCH then also
carries the indices of the carriers), and/or implicitly by the
component carrier that transmits the PDCCH. When L1 sig-
naling is used to indicate for which carrier the resource allo-
cation information in the downlink grant is for, the PDCCH
field that carries the index/indices of the carrier(s) may be
referred as the carrier indicator field. After decoding the
PDCCH, the WTRU would use the indicated carrier(s) to
receive downlink transmission.

In a LTE downlink sub-frame, the first orthogonal fre-
quency division multiplexing (OFDM) symbol may contain a
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physical control format indicator channel (PCFICH) and the
first one to K orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
(OFDM) symbols may be used to transmit control data (e.g.,
K may be up to the first four OFDM symbols, but is not
limited to this number), and the remaining OFDM symbols
may be used for data transmission. The number of OFDM
symbols used to transmit control data is signaled in the
PCFICH. A PCFICH may signal zero to K OFDM symbols
which are used to carry control data. In embodiments which
include a PDCCH in a component carrier, the PDCCH may be
carried in the same or a different component carrier than the
one for which the PDSCH is scheduled. When the PDCCH is
transmitted in another component carrier, the WTRU still
needs to know how many OFDM symbols are used for control
data in the target component carrier (which has the PDSCH)
for correct decoding. Therefore, the following restrictions
apply. The PCFICH is always transmitted in all component
carriers regardless of the location of the PDCCHs. Therefore,
there may be an independent control region size per compo-
nent carrier.

When the WTRU detects a PCFICH in a component car-
rier, the number of OFDM symbols, as indicated by the
PCFICH, used for control data transmission in the target
component carrier is decoded. This includes the possibility
for zero OFDM symbols for control data transmission.

In another embodiment, the PCFICH for all or several
component carriers may be transmitted in one of the compo-
nent carriers, for example a primary component carrier. In this
way, the WIRU may be indicate the number of PDCCH
symbols in each component carrier, and it may also determine
the number of data symbols in each component carrier as
well.

The eNodeB transmits a PCFICH in one or more compo-
nent carriers to indicate how many PDCCH symbols are
present in one or more component carriers. The eNodeB will
indicate a zero length PDCCH region by specifying a zero
length PDCCH region, hereafter called a PDCCH-less com-
ponent carrier, in the corresponding PCFICH. A component
carrier which has a zero length PDCCH region must be asso-
ciated with a component carrier that has a PDCCH present by
the eNodeB. The eNodeB will indicate a PDCCH-less com-
ponent carrier to increase the available resource blocks for
PDSCH data transmission to a WTRU.

Disclosed herein are methods for signaling carrier compo-
nent configuration. In general, the number of uplink and
downlink component carriers, respectively, is limited. Alter-
natively, the allowed combinations (in terms of the aggre-
gated number and/or uplink/downlink pairing) are limited
and the configuration is signaled via BCH (in cell specific
asymmetric aggregation case) or [.2/3 signaling (in WTRU
specific asymmetric aggregation case).

When the number of downlink component carriers is dif-
ferent than that of uplink component carriers, (that is, asym-
metric uplink/downlink component carrier aggregation for
the PDCCH signaling), any of the disclosed methods herein
may be used for PDCCH signaling. For the asymmetric
uplink/downlink case, the size of each component carrier and
the number component carriers may not be the same in the
downlink or the uplink. In addition, the number of uplink and
downlink component carriers may not be the same. For a
given WTRU in this case, the number of active component
carriers may be less than the total in either the uplink or
downlink. In the “self contained” approach disclosed herein,
it may be natural to have a single uplink component carrier
associated with each downlink component carrier and some
uplink component carriers may be associated with more than
one downlink component carrier. WTRU-specific uplink/

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

downlink pairing may also be used for load balancing (e.g.,
consider 3 downlink and 2 uplink component carriers). Cell
specific uplink/downlink pairing may result in more loads on
a given uplink component carrier than WTRU-specific
uplink/downlink pairing (e.g. consider the case of 3 uplink
component carriers where one uplink component carrier is
used by all the WTRUs).

Disclosed hereinafter are example methods for uplink con-
figuration with respect to carrier configuration. In UTE-A, the
eNodeB will determine the uplink resource assignment based
on received WTRU feedback, network load and other infor-
mation. The uplink scheduling grant will be signaled to the
WTRU via downlink control information (DCI) on the
PDCCH. The terms DCI and PDCCH may be used inter-
changeably. As disclosed herein, carrier aggregation is impor-
tant in LTE-A in order to support downlink transmission
bandwidths larger than 20 MHz, e.g. 100 MHz. The mapping
ofuplink (UL) scheduling grants (which is also carried on the
PDCCH) is also important because carrier aggregation is
used in UL, and the possibility of UL/DL asymmetric carrier
aggregation will make mapping difficult. The asymmetry
applies to both carrier size and number of carriers, i.e., a 20
MHz DL carrier may be paired with two 5 MHz UL carriers.

The UL scheduling grant signaling carried in the PDCCH
plays a critical role in carrier aggregation. UL scheduling
grant signaling may depend on the aggregation levels for
medium access control layer (MAC) and on the aggregation
levels for the physical layer (PHY). In addition, backward
compatibility with respect to LTE Release 8 needs to be
considered.

In an embodiment, a method for mapping the uplink grant
for each UL carrier to a single DL carrier regardless of the
UL/DL asymmetry is disclosed. Mapping the uplink grant
may be fixed for all possible UL/DL aggregation scenarios.
Mapping may be fixed or semi-static. The mapping may be
done by WTRU specific signaling or by cell specific higher
layer signaling. When there are multiple DL component car-
riers, the UL grant is hopped over different DL carriers in
different TTIs. The hopping pattern may be signaled to the
WTRU by cell specific signaling or by WTRU specific higher
layer signaling. Alternatively, the hopping may also be deter-
mined by a predefined rule, such as circular shift using
modulo operation.

If the UL Grant mapping is indicated to the WTRU using
either specific signaling, or higher layer signaling, and the
WTRU reads this signaling using a semi-static procedure, the
WTRU decodes the UL grant in the indicated component
carrier when received.

If determined by a predefined rule, the WITRU uses a
modulus operation to determine the hopping pattern for the
UL grant. Once determined, the WTRU decodes the UL grant
in the indicated component carrier.

The UL grant for each UL component carrier or for each
UL hybrid automatic repeat request (HARQ) entity may be
independently encoded and mapped to a corresponding DL
component carrier(s). In the case where spatial multiplexing
is used in the uplink, several codewords that are spatially
multiplexed on the same time-frequency resources may be
controlled by one HARQ entity. Alternatively, the UL grants
for multiple UL component carriers (or UL HARQ entities)
may be jointly encoded and mapped to a single DL compo-
nent carrier. Alternatively, the jointly encoded UL grants may
be spread over multiple DL component carriers.

In another embodiment, a method for mapping the uplink
grant for all UL component carriers on to one DL component
carrier for the asymmetric case is disclosed. The UL grant
needs to carry control information for a set of UL component
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carriers. For a fixed mapping between the uplink scheduling
grant and corresponding uplink component carriers, the map-
ping is signaled either by WTRU specific signaling or by cell
specific higher layer signaling. When WTRU-specific signal-
ing is used, a mapping between WTRU-specific parameter(s)
and UL component carrier index is necessary. A mapping
using WTRU ID or the like to UL component carriers may
also be used. When there is one uplink component carrier per
uplink grant for a WTRU, then the uplink grant does not need
to contain the index of the uplink component carrier. When
one uplink grant assigns resources on several component
carriers, the resource allocation field in the uplink grant may
include uplink component carrier indices or extended RB
indices span over several component carriers. When a
dynamic mapping between uplink scheduling grant and cor-
responding uplink component carriers is used, the uplink
component carrier index information may be signaled in the
uplink scheduling grant. A bitmap mapping to UL component
carriers associated with the UL grant may also be used. Other
mapping methods may also be utilized.

Multiple UL scheduling grant components are combined
into an aggregated UL grant, each component grant corre-
sponding to a separate UL component carrier. However, com-
mon information (including UE ID) may be shared among
UL grant components in the aggregated UL grant (signaled
only once) to save signaling overhead.

One uplink grant exists for all or some of the component
carriers. When clustered discrete Fourier transform spread
orthogonal frequency division multiple a access (DFT-S-
OFDMA), Nxsingle-carrier frequency-division multiple
access (SC-FDMA), or ahybrid of clustered DFT-S-OFDMA
and NxSC-FDMA is used as the multiple access scheme, one
uplink grant could allocate resources on several component
carriers. As an example, component carriers that are com-
bined with a single discrete Fourier transforms-inverse fast
Fourier transform (DFT-IFFT) pair (e.g., contiguous carriers)
in the SC-FDMA air interface may be addressed with a single
grant.

Downlink control information (DCI) formats for granting
UL resources are extended to treat the aggregate UL band-
width (BW) in the component carriers to be used as a single
component carrier of the combined size (e.g., if two 5 MHz
component carriers are associated with an UL grant, the DCI
format corresponds to a 10 MHz component carrier, where
the DCI format has the size it would have if there was a single
10 MHz UL component carrier). The ordering of component
carriers and the resource blocks (RBs) across the aggregation
may be inferred from their carrier frequency signaled in BCH,
in the WTRU or from cell specific signaling. For aggregated
BW greater than 20 MHz, the extension of the DCI format
corresponds to the aggregated BW. For example, if the aggre-
gation is 20+10 MHz, the DCI format would correspond to
that of a single band with 30 MHz.

DCI formats for granting UL resources include a set of
common fields and a set of component carrier-specific (or
component carrier group specific) fields. It may require a
second cyclic redundancy check (CRC) for group-specific
common control channel. All or some of the following param-
eters may be common for all component carriers: modulation
and coding set (MCS), precoder(s), number of layers, number
of codewords, frequency hopping, distributed virtual
resource block (DVRB). RB allocation per component carrier
may be different. Alternatively, all parameters are common
(e.g., resource allocations are imaged or mirrored in all or
some of the component carriers).
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The downlink component carrier which all uplink compo-
nent carriers are mapped on to may be configured by higher
layer signaling.

In another embodiment, a method for mapping the uplink
grant on to a (possibly different) pre-determined component
carrier is disclosed. The mapping between UL and DL com-
ponent carriers is both specified and fixed in the standards (no
extra signaling is needed), signaled by WTRU specific sig-
naling or by cell specific higher layer signaling.

If more than one uplink component carrier is mapped to a
downlink component carrier, the UL grant needs to carry
control information of the UL component carrier indices. The
methods disclosed herein for mapping the uplink grant for
each UL component carrier to a single DL, component carrier
regardless of UL/DL asymmetry may be used for this
embodiment as well.

Inthe situation where there are physical downlink channels
(PDCCHs)in all or some of the downlink component carriers,
the WTRU may check these carriers to see if PDCCH exists
with different frequencies. A primary downlink component
carrier is that carrier which the WTRU may initially camp on.
The WTRU may only read the primary downlink component
carrier, and may read the other component carriers when
commanded using either carrier indication or higher layer
signaling. For example, when an eNodeB requests the WTRU
to transmit data on an uplink component carrier mapped to a
downlink component carrier which is not the primary com-
ponent carrier, the uplink grant will be carried on that down-
link component carrier. Two embodiments are disclosed to
address this situation. In an embodiment, where there is a
default uplink component carrier and an associated downlink
component carrier, the WITRU always monitors the downlink
component carrier, which could be the primary component
carrier or a different one. In another embodiment, the DRX
procedures designed for downlink component carrier dis-
closed herein apply to this situation as well, i.e., uplink grant
is also carried by a PDCCH, and the same DRX procedures
apply.

Multiple UL grants that are used for one WTRU are simul-
taneously transmitted in a single (or multiple) DL component
carriers with multiple PDCCHs. The WTRU has multiple
WTRU IDs to distinguish which UL grant maps to which UL
component carrier. The mapping between WTRU IDs and
component carrier is determined by the network and signaled
by higher layers. Some WTRU IDs may correspond to mul-
tiple UL, component carriers and the granting methods dis-
closed herein are used to interpret the grant.

Disclosed hereinafter are example methods for discontinu-
ous reception (DRX) operation in LTE-A with carrier aggre-
gation.

In an embodiment, the WTRU is configured to be active in
one or more but not all component carriers (i.e., the WIRU
has either uplink or downlink transmissions). The other com-
ponent carriers are idle and the WTRU does not try to detect
any control information on those DL. component carriers. A
separate PDCCH may be sent for each component carrier. If
the WTRU is scheduled on the other component carriers, it is
informed by L1 or [.2/1.3 signaling on the current component
carrier on which it is active. After reception of the signaling,
the WTRU attempts to detect the PDCCH on the other com-
ponent carriers. The time between the reception of the signal-
ing (when it is scheduled on other carriers) and the transmis-
sion of the PDCCH on the other carriers may be pre-
determined. With such a mechanism, DRX is used only on
one of the active component carriers, for example the primary
component cartier.
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In a self contained scenario where there each component
carrier has a PDCCH, and there is a PDSCH per carrier per
PDCCH, a DRX may be used per component carrier to more
flexibly reduce the WTRU power consumption by reducing
the ON duration of component carriers that are not used as
often compared to the ON duration of the most used compo-
nent carriers. Current DRX procedures do not permit a zero
ON duration since it would not make any sense in a single
carrier system. With a multi component carrier system, the
ON duration is allowed to go to zero on all but one component
carrier to more fully take advantage of DRX power reduc-
tions. Accordingly, the DRX parameter range may include a
zero ON duration or infinite DRX sleep time. DRX proce-
dures that are set up for one component carrier may be set up
via communication on the other component carriers so that
the WTRU can be informed to start listening again to a com-
ponent carrier that previously had a zero ON duration. For
example, an radio resource control (RRC) signaling may be
carried on component carrier A to set up the DRX procedure
on component carrier B.

The DRX behavior on some component carriers may be
affected by the reception of a PDCCH in another component
carrier. During the ON duration of a DRX cycle in carrier A,
the WTRU may get a PDCCH while the base station is ready
to start a high data transmission with multiple component
carriers, but the DRX cycle on the other component carriers is
long orhas a zero ON duration. The reception of a PDCCH on
component carrier A causes the WIRU to change DRX
behavior on other component carriers. For example, the
WTRU monitors the next N sub-frames in certain other (or
all) component carriers). As another example, the WIRU
falls back to a different DRX cycle with higher ON duration
probability for a predetermined time. The WIRU may also
monitor a predefined pattern of component carriers for the
PDCCH for a predefined time.

Alternatively, a 2-D DRX pattern may be defined over the
entire aggregation or a subset of it. Rather than a per-carrier
DRX procedures, a single multi-carrier DRX pattern may be
defined by a duration and location of ON durations in all
component carriers that the WTRU is to monitor.

To maintain backward compatibility with LTE Release 8,
all component carriers are configured such that they can sup-
port Release 8 compatible WTRUs. Each component carrier
may be configured as disclosed herein. In an embodiment, in
each carrier, Release 8 PDCCH and LTE-A PDCCH are mul-
tiplexed in a code divison multiplexing (CDM) manner. In
this case, the spreading (or masking) code may be derived
based on WTRU ID that is the radio network temporary
identifier (RNTT).

Disclosed herein are example methods for addressing com-
patibility between LTE Releases and LTE-A. In an embodi-
ment, in each carrier, Release 8 PDCCH and LTE-A PDCCH
are multiplexed in a frequency division multiplexing (FDM)
manner. Alternatively, an LTE-A network may reserve certain
resource allocation portions of the bandwidth for LTE-A
WTRUs.

In another embodiment, in each carrier, Release 8 PDCCH
and LTE-A PDCCH are multiplexed in a time division mul-
tiplexing (TDM) manner such that LTE-A PDCCH is trans-
mitted in different OFDM symbols.

In another embodiment, in each carrier, Release 8 PDCCH
and LTE-A PDCCH are multiplexed in a TDM manner such
that LTE-A PDCCH is transmitted in TTIs—e.g., some sub-
frames are LTE and some are LTE-A. DRX may be used to
manage separation between the two types so that LTE
WTRUs don’t try to decode LTE-A PDCCHs.
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In another embodiment, in each carrier, multiplexing
Release 8 PDCCH and LTE-A PDCCH in a hybrid FDM/
TDM manner such that LTE-A PDCCH is transmitted in
different resource elements (REs).

Disclosed hereinafter are example embodiments with
respect to signaling and acquisition. FIG. 3 illustrates the
different types of component carriers that may be applicable
in the example embodiments and are disclosed herein for
illustrative purposes.

In general, in a first example embodiment there is only one
LTE-A component carrier which carries the LTE-specific
system information and this component carrier is called either
the primary or anchor component carrier. The terms primary
or anchor component carrier may be used interchangeably to
mean the same thing. By configuration, the designated anchor
carrier may provide system information, synchronization and
paging for a certain cell. A non-anchor carrier may not have
the LTE-A specific broadcast channel but may have the syn-
chronization channel. The remaining I'TE-A component car-
riers, (the non-anchor carriers), may not carry the LTE-A
system information. The non-anchor component carriers may
not have synchronization channels so they are not detectable
by the WTRU, except in two situations. In a first exception, if
a non-anchor LTE-A component carrier supports Release 8
WTRUs, the non-anchor LTE-A component carrier has the
Release 8 synchronization channel and the Release 8 broad-
cast channel. This is shown as Type 2 in FIG. 3. In a second
exception, if a non-anchor Release 8 carrier does not support
LTE-A functionalities but has some LTE-A specific system
information, it has the Release 8 synchronization channel and
the Release 8 broadcast channel. This is shown as Type 6 in
FIG. 3.

A second example embodiment may have several anchor
carriers in an LTE-A system. In addition to the anchor com-
ponent carrier, there may be Release 8 carriers. The Release 8
carrier may be “Release 8 component carriers without LTE-A
functionality”, shown as Types 5 and 6 in FIG. 3 or backward
compatible LTE-A component carriers that support Release 8
functionality, shown as Types 1 and 2 in FIG. 3. Type 5 and
Type 6 component carriers do not support LTE-A function-
ality such as more advanced multiple-input multiple-output
(MIMO) techniques, cooperative communications, LTE-A
specific control channels, etc. Type 6 component carriers may
have some additional information transmitted, for example in
the broadcast channel, and this information is transparent to
Release 8 WTRUS. It should be understood that, Release 8
backward compatible LTE-A component carriers support
both Release 8 and LTE-A functionalities.

Moreover, there may also be Release 8 non-backward com-
patible LTE-A component carriers, shown as Types 3 and 4 in
FIG. 3 and auxiliary carriers. Type 3 and 4 component carriers
are not backward compatible and are not used by Release 8
WTRUs. Auxiliary carriers are discoverable neither by
Release 8 nor LTE-A WTRUs and may be configured by the
base station for usage as additional bandwidth. The non-
anchor, Release 8 non-backward compatible LTE-A compo-
nent carriers, shown as Type 4 in FIG. 3, are not detectable by
the WIRUs.

Both Release 8 and LTE-A carriers use the same synchro-
nization channel and techniques. This means that the WTRU
may not differentiate these two types of carriers by using the
synchronization channel. The anchor component carrier may
be either Release 8 backward compatible or non-backward
compatible.

In general, after the WTRU detects one of these carriers
during the synchronization phase, it needs to get the LTE-A
specific system information. This information is transmitted
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on the broadcast channel of the anchor carrier(s) only. There-
fore, the WTRU needs to detect the anchor carrier and read the
system information on this carrier. Disclosed hereinafter are
anchor carriers that address the mechanisms and procedures
via which the WTRU locks on to the anchor carrier; deter-
mines whether or not a carrier is the anchor; receives the
transmitted LTE-A specific system information and deter-
mines the type of information carried by the anchor carriers.

An example embodiment of an LTE-A signaling and acqui-
sition with a single anchor component carrier will now be
disclosed. The example embodiment has a single anchor car-
rier in the LTE-A system and only this carrier may carry the
LTE-A specific system information.

The example embodiment has two phases. A first phase
relates to the WTRU locking on to the anchor carrier. The
second phase relates to transmission of LTE-A specific sys-
tem information. Both aspects are detailed below.

During the first phase or synchronization phase, the LTE-A
WTRU locks onto any of the carriers because the WIRU
sweeps a frequency band until it successfully finds a synchro-
nization channel. The LTE-A WTRU may lock onto one or
more of the following carriers: component carriers with
Release 8 compatibility, such as type 1, 2, 5, or 6, and anchor
LTE-A component carriers such as Release 8 backward com-
patible Type 1 and Release 8 non-backward compatible Type
3.

The first phase may have two aspects. The first aspect is
concerned with determining the type of carrier once the
WTRU finds the component carrier. The WTRU determines
whether or not the carrier is the anchor carrier. The second
aspect comes into play if the WTRU learns that the compo-
nent carrier is not the anchor carrier. The second aspect pro-
vides methods for finding the anchor carrier and mechanisms
for directing the WTRU to the anchor carrier.

With respect to for learning about the type of component
carrier, there are several example methods. In a first example
method, the information indicating the type of the component
carrier is transmitted in the BCH. The WTRU reads the BCH
MIB, SIB, or both MIB and SIB. The WTRU decodes the
BCH, gets the information, and learns the type of the com-
ponent carrier. In a component carrier configured in a mode
that supports Release 8 WTRUs, the anchor carrier informa-
tion may be included in an extended MIB or SIB that may not
be read by Release 8 WTRUs.

Specifically, the indication of the type of the carrier may be
carried in the BCH by defining a new entity similar to a MIB
or SIB. The WTRU knows the location of this entity in time/
frequency and reads this information in that location. The new
entity may be frequency and/or time multiplexed with the
Release 8 BCH entities. It may also be encoded with a new
radio network temporary identifier (RNTT). This information
may not result in a large overhead and is only an indication of
the type of the carrier. For example, the new entity may be
carried in the central x radio blocks (RBs) of the 1.25 MHz
bandwidth, and on the orthogonal frequency division multi-
plexing (OFDM) symbol next to the physical broadcast chan-
nel (PBCH) or any other fixed timing relative to PBCH,
physical synchronization channel P-SCH, etc., where x is less
than 6. This indication may also be encoded in a new type of
Release 8 SIB or as an extension to the existing SIBs.

The WTRU decodes the new entity which is carried on a
fixed time/frequency location. After decoding the new entity,
the WTRU learns the type of the component carrier. The
WTRU may get this information by decoding a newly defined
Release 8 SIB or an extension to one or some of the existing
Release 8 SIBs.
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According to another method, the WITRU performs a ran-
dom access procedure on the uplink carrier or one of the
uplink carriers linked with the detected downlink component
carrier and gets a radio resource control (RRC) connection.
The WTRU then receives the information regarding the
anchor carrier through higher layer signaling if it supports
carrier aggregation.

Specifically, the indication of the type of carrier and other
relevant information may be transmitted to the WTRU after
the RRC connection. The LTE-A WTRU locks onto a carrier
and gets an RRC connection. Ifthis carrier is also the anchor
carrier, all LTE-A system information may be transmitted to
the WTRU with RRC signaling. If this carrier is not the
anchor carrier, the location of the anchor carrier may also be
transmitted to the WTRU by RRC signaling. In this case, the
WTRU learns the type of the component carrier and possibly
the location of the anchor carrier with higher layer signaling.
Alternatively, the RRC signaling from the non-anchor carrier
will transmit all LTE-A system information, from where the
WTRU will learn the anchor carrier. Note that in this RRC-
based method, the anchor carrier may be either cell-specific
or WTRU-specific.

The WTRU may also learn the type of the carrier during the
random access procedure. For example, the type of carrier
may be transmitted in message 2 or 4. The WTRU decodes the
particular message and learns the type of the carrier or the
anchor carrier is directly indicated in the message. Note that
in this Random Access Channel (RACH)-based method, the
anchor carrier may be either cell-specific or WTRU-specific.

In another method, several bits of the spare bit string may
be used to indicate the type of the component carrier. The bit
string is ignored by the Release 8 WTRUs, so this additional
information inserted into the MIB is transparent to these
WTRUs.

For example, a single bit may be used to indicate if a
component carrier is the anchor carrier or not. The structure of
the master information block in Release 8 is illustrated in
Table 1 below. The MIB consists of the downlink bandwidth,
Physical Hybrid Automatic Repeat Request Indicator Chan-
nel (PHICH) configuration and system frame number. In
addition to these, there is a reserved spare bit string. Also,
there are two spare codepoints in the downlink bandwidth
region.

TABLE 1
MasterInformationBlock
-- ASN1START
MasterInformationBlock ::= SEQUENCE {
dl-Bandwidth ENUMERATED {

n6, n15,n25, n50, n75, n100, spare2,
sparel},

PHICH-Configuration,

BIT STRING (SIZE (8)),

phich-Configuration
systemFrameNumber
spare

BIT STRING (SIZE (10))

-- ASN1STOP

The remaining spare bits may be used to transmit some
LTE-A specific system information. For example, the number
of downlink component carriers, uplink component carriers,
and how they are linked may be signaled with the remaining
spare bits.

The remaining spare bits may also indicate where to locate
the anchor carrier. If the number of the bits are not enough to
indicate the absolute location of the anchor carrier, these bits
may be used to indicate the RB allocation (i.e., address of a
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time/frequency resource) of a Physical Downlink Shared
Channel (PDSCH) which contains the information of the
anchor carrier location.

After successfully completing the synchronization proce-
dure, the WTRU decodes the MIB. If the WTRU is a Release
8 WTRU, the WTRU ignores the spare bits in the MIB. If the
WTRUis an LTE-A WTRU, the WTRU interprets some of the
bits unused by a Release 8 WTRU in the MIB (specified as
aforementioned) as the type of the component carrier. If the
carrier is an anchor carrier, the WTRU knows the location of
the LTE-A specific system information and reads the LTE-A
specific system information. If the carrier is not an anchor
carrier, the WTRU gets information that indicates the location
of'the anchor carrier. The WTRU may get this information by
decoding some or all of the remaining spare bits. Alterna-
tively, the WTRU will receive resource block (RB) allocation
of a PDSCH that contains information of the anchor carrier
location.

Another method uses a new cyclic redundancy check
(CRC) masking sequence to mask the CRC of PBCH in
LTE-A and the LTE-A WTRU will use the new masking
sequence to decode the BCH. If the carrier is Release 8
non-backward compatible and is also the anchor carrier, (i.e.
a Type 3), then this indication is implicit because the new
BCH (and maybe the synchronization channel) may only be
detectable by the LTE-A WTRUs. In this case, the LTE-A
WTRU has to know that the BCH (or the synchronization
channel) is LTE-A specific. This may be achieved, for
example, by masking the BCH with a new cyclic redundancy
check (CRC) masking sequence. The LTE-A uses this new
CRC masking sequence to decode the BCH.

In another example method, if the anchor carrier is a
Release 8 non-backward compatible LTE-A carrier (a Type
3), the LTE-A physical broadcast channel (PBCH) should be
masked with a special CRC (e.g., ANCHOR_CRC) and suc-
cessful decoding of such PBCH indicates the anchor carrier.
In this example, the WTRU performs synchronization proce-
dures and decodes the PBCH to obtain the information of
carrier type. When decoding the PBCH, the WTRU de-masks
the PBCH with corresponding CRCs. If the WTRU is a
LTE-A WTRU, it will de-mask the PBCH with the special
CRC (e.g., ANCHOR_CRC) and regular CRC (as in LTE
Rel-8). If the CRC test succeeds with the special CRC, the
anchor carrier is indicated. If CRC test fails with the special
CRC but succeeds with the regular CRC, this indicates that
the WTRU has not found the anchor carrier and has camped
on a non-anchor component carrier. In this case, the WIRU
may read the PBCH, may receive a SIB via RRC signaling
and get directed to the anchor carrier if a Release 8 backward
compatible carrier (Type 2) or a Type 6 carrier is the compo-
nent carrier the WIRU has camped on. Further, the WTRU
may continue the synchronization procedures and decode the
PBCH for the next carrier. The procedure restarts with the
WTRU performing the synchronization procedures and
decoding PBCH for carriers.

If the WTRU is a Release 8 WTRU, it will de-mask the
PBCH with the regular CRC only. The WTRU will not pass
the CRC test for the carrier where the PBCH is masked with
the special CRC. Therefore the WTRU will not access the
LTE-A only carrier.

Disclosed are methods for directing the WTU to the anchor
carrier. The WTRU is directed to the anchor carrier after the
WTRU learns that the component carrier is not the anchor
carrier. The WTRU is directed to the anchor carrier by either
signaling in the BCH, higher layer signaling after RRC con-
nection setup or signaling during the random access process.
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In an example method, the WTRU may be directed to the
anchor carrier with RRC signaling. After the WTRU gets an
RRC connection, the WITRU may learn the location of the
anchor carrier with higher layer signaling. After the WTRU
gets this information, it moves to the anchor carrier and
attempts to decode the BCH on the anchor carrier to receive
the system information.

The WTRU may also learn the location of the anchor
carrier during the random access procedure. For example, the
location of the anchor carrier may be transmitted in message
4 and the WTRU decodes this message and learns the location
of the anchor carrier.

A new entity that contains the information of the compo-
nent carrier type may be employed. This entity may also carry
the location of the anchor carrier. The same procedures out-
lined hereinabove may similarly be used by the WTRU. It
may also be possible to have a new entity that only contains
the location information of the anchor carrier. The WTRU
learns the location of the anchor carrier by decoding this
entity and then moves to the anchor carrier. This entity is not
necessarily transmitted on the anchor carrier if there is a
single anchor carrier.

Depending on the selected method, the directing-to-an-
chor-carrier mechanism may be used only on the non-anchor
carriers. For example, if the type of carrier and location of the
anchor carrier are coded separately and transmitted on two
different entities, then the location information may need to
be transmitted only on the non-anchor carriers.

The WTRU may also continue cell search until the anchor
carrier is detected.

The directing command may be encoded in a new type of
Release 8 SIB or as an extension to the existing SIBs. The
LTE-A WTRU knows this extension SIB and learns the loca-
tion of the anchor carrier by decoding this SIB or the directing
command may be encoded in the Release 8 MIB by using the
spare bit string.

The location of the anchor carrier and other possible infor-
mation about the anchor may be transmitted in the sub-frames
regarded as blank for the LTE-A WTRUSs. Accordingly, after
learning the location of the anchor component carrier, the
WTRU moves to that carrier.

Disclosed hereinafter are example methods for transmis-
sion of the LTE-A specific system information. After the
WTRU finds the anchor carrier, the new system information
needs to be transmitted on the anchor carrier. The example
methods for this transmission depend on whether the carrier
is Release 8 backward compatible or not.

In the case of a Release 8 compatible anchor carrier, the
Release 8 BCH is kept intact. The new information may be
transmitted in new MIBs and SIBS or in extensions to the
existing ones. Several methods for defining new MIB/SIBs or
extensions to these are disclosed hereinafter.

For LTE-A, the primary broadcast channel may be
extended either in the frequency domain or the time domain.
As an example for frequency domain extension, N sub-carri-
ers in addition to the current 72 sub-carriers may be used. The
newly allocated subcarriers may be located either adjacent to
the current center subcarriers or offset by a fixed number of
sub-carriers from the center subcarriers.

As an example for time domain extension, the BCH may be
transmitted on the same frequency as the Release 8 broadcast
channel, however, it will be transmitted with more OFDM
symbols than the current 4 for the MIB and more subframes in
the SI-window for other SIBs. If such an addition/extension is
used, the WTRU may know the time/frequency location of the
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new entity. The WTRU reads the new system information in
this fixed location and decodes it to receive the LTE-A spe-
cific system information.

The LTE-A specific system information may be made as an
extension to information elements (IEs) in existing Release 8
SIBs or system information messages (SIs). Different ASNI
formats for Release 8 and LTE-A would enable the LTE-A
WTRU RRC to receive the relevant contents. For example,
the LTE-A WTRU RRC may receive the carrier specific
uplink anchor information IE as the criticalExtension-Rel10
specific for LTE-A in the regular Release 8 SIB-2 and there-
fore act on the information to uplink access, while the criti-
calExtension-Rel10 is transparent to Release 8 WITRUs. Fur-
ther, LTE-A specific system information may be extension
SIBs which will go to a separate SI and SI-window for LTE-A
only. For example, all LTE-A specific operating parameters in
the cell may be made into one or more separate SIBs, i.e.
SIB-12, SIB-13, with the SIB for LTE-A cell configuration
and uplink access assigned to a short periodicity as is the
regular Release 8 SIB-2 and the rest of the LTE-A SIBs with
longer periodicities. An LTE-A WTRU accessing the Release
8 compatible carrier may read the MIB, (which will know the
LTE-A cell property), then read the SIB-1 to find the overall
SIB scheduling and the LTE-A specific SIBs, i.e. SIB-12 and
SIB-13, based on the scheduling information found in SIB-1
for the LTE-A system information acquisition.

If the component carrier carries both Release 8 and LTE-A
system information, the LTE-A WTRU may either use a new
type of physical downlink control channel (PDCCH) with the
existing system information radio network temporary identi-
fier (SI-RNTI), or alternatively the LTE-A WTRU may use
the same PDCCH with a different STA-RNTI which is the new
RNTT for LTE-A created and used by the relevant LTE-A
WTRUs.

If'the existing SI-RNTT is used to carry system information
for LTE-A, a new special downlink control information (DCI)
format for SI-RNTI PDCCH may be used. Currently DCI
formats 1C and 1A are used for SI-RNTI for Release 8.
Alternatively, an existing DCI format may be used but with
different coding rate/control channel element (CCE) aggre-
gation level, etc.

The RNTI value mapping may be changed in LTE-A to
accommodate the introduction of SIA-RNTI. An example is
provided in Table 2 below.

TABLE 2

RNTI Values

Value (hexa-decimal)

FDD TDD RNTI
0000-0009 0000-003B RA-RNTI
000A-FFF2 003C-FFF2 C-RNTI, Semi-

Persistent Scheduling
C-RNTI, Temporary C-
RNTI, TPC-PUCCH-

RNTI and TPC-
PUSCH-RNTI
FFF3-FFFC (or FFF3-FFFB) Reserved for future use
FFFD (or FFFC) SIA-RNTI
FFFE P-RNTI
FFFF SI-RNTI

The system information for both Release 8 and LTE-A may
be scheduled together in the same time and frequency domain
using the current Release 8 scheduling method. This refers to
the scenario disclosed herein where the SIB-12 and SIB-13
may be scheduled with the same system information (SI)
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window length as that in Release 8. In case the addition of
LTE-A SIBs to the total SI broadcast would cause the stag-
gering Sls to exceed the shortest periodicity span of 160 ms
then the following may apply.

In an example method, frequency resource blocks (RBs)
are added to the SI broadcast in the compatible carrier, so that
the SI-window length may be reduced to a limit (e.g. 10) and
therefore the staggering of Release 8 and LTE-A SIs at certain
SFN % T=0 for all Ts, where T is periodicity, would not
exceed the shortest SI periodicity, i.e. the NSIBsxW<=(the
shortest SI periodicity in subframes, usually 160), where the
NSIs is the total number of SIs (from SIB-2 and up, Release
8 and LTE-A) and W is the SI-window in sub-frames.

In another method, the frame offset may be added to the
scheduling formula such as SFN mod T=(OFFSET-A+
FLOOR(x/10)), where OFFSET-A is a LTE-A specific frame
offset. Corresponding to this change, the order of the LTE-A
SIs in the Release 8 scheduling information is counted with
respect to the first LTE-A SI in the SIB-1 scheduling infor-
mation (not the order from the first SI for Release 8). The
OFFSET-A may take the value 18, if the additional LTE-A
SI’s do not exceed 7 (given they take SI-window<=20).

Alternatively, both methods outlined herein, i.e. keeping
the SI-window short and providing an offset to LTE-A only
SIs on the compatible carrier, may be used.

The MIB or SIB extensions may carry possible LTE-A cell
configuration information such as the number of carriers and/
or the anchor carriers, how the downlink and uplink carriers
or anchor carriers are linked and their frequency locations
(E-UTRA Absolute Radio Frequency Channel Number
(EARFCN)numbers). The carrier frequencies may be labeled
suchas 1,2, ..., Nto allow rapid identification on PDCCHs
used for uplink and downlink grants. The LTE-A WTRU may
use the information for uplink access on the linked uplink
carrier or anchor carrier.

The information about all of the carriers may be received
by the WTRU with RRC messaging as well.

The time/frequency location of the new MIB/SIBs or
extensions to these is known to the WTRU. This may be
achieved by allocating a fixed time/frequency location to
some of these entities, for example, the MIB. This may also be
achieved by informing the WTRU of the scheduling of these
entities, for example, by transmitting this information in
SIB1. The WTRU received these entities on the given time/
frequency location decodes. To unmask the CRC, the WTRU
may either use an LTE-A specific RNTI or the same RNTT as
is being used in Release 8. After decoding these entities, the
WTRU obtains LTE-A specific system information.

The LTE-A specific information (such as the number of
transmit antennas, for example, up to eight or more), should
be indicated either by existing PBCH, new MIBs or new SIBs.
The PBCH is further modified to support LTE-A specific
features (e.g., high order MIMO). The PBCH is illustrated in
Table 3 below:

TABLE 3
CRC mask for PBCH
Number of transmit antenna ports PBCH CRC mask
at eNode-B Kant,00 Rane, 1> -+ = > Rant, 157

1 <0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,
0,0>

2 <1,1,1,1,1,1,1,1,1,1,1,1, 1, 1,
1,1>

4 <0,1,0,1,0,1,0,1,0,1,0,1,0,1,
0,1>

8 CRC4
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CRC4 is a PBCH CRC mask for the number of transmit
antenna ports at eNodeB equal to eight. Knowledge about the
number of transmit antennas helps the channel estimation and
demodulation of PDCCH and physical downlink shared
channel (PDSCH) downlink shared channel (DL-SCH) for
the system information (SIBs) and data demodulation.
Described hereinafter are examples with respect to this
embodiment.

In an example, if it is a Release 8 backward compatible
anchor carrier (Type 1) and only new SIBs are used to trans-
mit LTE-A specific system information, then the first three
CRC masks are used for PBCH as shown in Table 3. Infor-
mation about the number of transmit antennas up to four may
be indicated. Information about the number of transmit anten-
nas up to eight may be indicated in new SIBs.

In another example, if it is a Release 8 backward compat-
ible anchor carrier (Type 1) and new MIBs are used to trans-
mit LTE-A specific system information, all of the four CRC
masks as shown in Table 3 are used for the new PBCH.
Information about the number of transmit antennas up to
eight may be indicated.

In another example, if it is a LTE-A only anchor carrier
(Type 3), all the four CRC masks are used for PBCH. Infor-
mation about the number of transmit antennas up to eight may
be indicated.

Described herein is a method for handling a Release 8
non-backward compatible LTE-A anchor carrier. In this case,
a completely new broadcast channel with new MIBs and SIBs
may be used. The LTE-A obtains the LTE-A specific system
information by decoding these new MIBs and SIBs. The
carrier may also contain multicarrier system information,
new synchronization signal, paging, etc. Alternatively, for the
LTE-A only anchor carrier, the LTE-A MIB and SIBs may use
the frequency and time resources in the same way as they are
being used in current Release 8 MIB and SIB broadcasts.

In both the Release 8 compatible and non-compatible
anchor carriers, the LTE-A WTRU will act on the received
system information, e.g. perform the uplink random access
over a particular uplink carrier with the time and preamble
selected according to the random access parameters received.

Disclosed now is a second embodiment with a single
anchor component carrier and several detectable LTE-A com-
ponent carriers.

In the first example embodiment, the only detectable
LTE-A component carrier was the anchor carrier. However, it
may be also possible that several LTE-A component carriers
have the synchronization channel but they do not carry the
system information on the broadcast channel. This may be
used for the purpose of load balancing. In this case, the
WTRU needs to learn the type of the carrier and a direction
mechanism to the anchor component carrier.

If the detected carrier is Release 8 backward compatible,
then the methods disclosed herein for the first example
embodiment may be used.

If the detected component carrier is a Release 8 non-back-
ward compatible LTE-A carrier, a small amount of informa-
tion that contains the type of the component carrier and the
location of the anchor carrier may be sent. In this case, note
that the Release 8 broadcast channel is not required to be
transmitted because the carrier is not backward compatible.

The indication of the type of carrier may be carried in the
broadcast channel by defining a new entity similar to a MIB or
SIB. The WTRU knows the location of this entity in time/
frequency and reads this information in that location. The
information may also be encoded with a new RNTI. This
information does not result in a large overhead and is just an
indication of the type of the carrier and possibly carries the
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location of the anchor carrier. As an example, the new entity
may be carried in the central X (X is equal or less than 6) RBs
of'the 1.25 MHz bandwidth, and on the same OFDM symbols
as the Rel-8 MIB is transmitted.

The WTRU decodes the new entity which is carried on a
fixed time/frequency location. After decoding the new entity,
the WTRU learns the type of the component carrier and
possibly the location of the anchor carrier.

Disclosed now is a third embodiment with several anchor
component carriers. There may be more than one LTE-A
component carrier that carries the system information in the
carrier-aggregated LTE-A cell. In this case, the component
carriers may carry the same system information or they may
carry possibly different system information. The RACH
parameters for each anchor carrier may be different. These
possibilities are disclosed herein.

In an example embodiment, all anchor carriers carry the
same system information. In this case, the information about
the whole system may be transmitted on each one of the
anchor carriers. For example, the number of downlink and
uplink component carriers, the linkage between the downlink
and uplink component carriers, the random access parameters
for the downlink component carriers, etc. A WTRU may learn
the LTE- A specific system information by reading the broad-
cast channel in any one of the component carriers. Note that
all the DL, component carriers may be Release 8 backward
compatible. In this case, the methods disclosed for the first
example embodiment may be used.

Alternatively, the DL component carrier that the WTRU
detects during the synchronization process may be consid-
ered as a temporary anchor carrier by the WIRU. In this case,
the WTRU obtains the random access parameters from the
temporary anchor carrier, including a temporary UL carrier
which the WIRU will use for the RACH transmission. Tem-
porary carrier specific IDs (RNTIs or scrambling sequences)
may be applied for the respective DL and UL temporary
carriers. With this method, load-balancing may be achieved
within a multi-anchor-carrier cell, as WTRUs in the cell may
spread/camp on different anchor carriers.

In an example embodiment, anchor carriers carry different
system information. Some parts of the system information
carried by the anchor carriers may be different. As an
example, if there are two anchor carriers denoted as Anchor X
and Anchor Y, the system information carried on Anchor X
may include information about the uplink component carrier
linked to this anchor carrier and possibly any other downlink
component carrier linked to the same uplink component car-
rier. As another example, random access parameters corre-
sponding only to Anchor X and the linked uplink component
carriers, may be transmitted only on Anchor X. If there are
additional downlink component carriers linked to the same
uplink component carrier, random access parameters for
these carriers may also be transmitted on Anchor X. Note that
there may be different random access parameters for the
downlink component carriers linked to the same uplink com-
ponent carrier so that the NodeB may differentiate which
downlink component carrier the WTRU is listening to.

In this case, the WTRU learns part of the system informa-
tion by reading the broadcast channel on one of the anchor
carriers. The rest of the system information may be learnt by
higher layer signaling after the RRC connection is estab-
lished.

It should be noted that based on the assumption that only
the anchor carrier transmits the required system information
including the random access parameters, the WTRU starts the
random access attempt on the uplink component carrier
linked to the anchor component carrier. In another method, as
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disclosed in the first embodiment, the WTRU may start the
random access attempt on a non-anchor Release 8 component
carrier and then be redirected to the anchor component carrier
by RRC signaling or random access messages.

Disclosed now is a method for redirecting the WTRU to an
anchor component carrier from a Release 8 carrier. To redirect
a WTRU from a Release 8 non-anchor carrier to one of the
anchor carriers, the methods disclosed with respect to the first
phase of the first embodiment may be used. It is important to
note that when there are several anchor carriers, the WTRU
may be redirected from the Release 8 carrier to any one of the
anchor carriers. To achieve this, the location information of
all anchor carriers may be transmitted on the Release 8 car-
riers and the WTRU selects one of the anchor carriers. The
selection may be based on a specific criterion, for example a
preferred carrier frequency, best downlink link quality (such
as Reference Signal Received Power (RSRP)) or the selection
may be random. Further, the WTRU may be redirected from
the Release 8 carrier to any one of the anchor carriers by
transmitting the location of a single anchor carrier on the
Release 8 carrier.

Disclosed hereinafter is a method for redirecting the
WTRU to one anchor component carrier from another anchor
carrier. It may be also possible that the WTRU is directed
from one anchor component carrier to another anchor com-
ponent carrier. This may be needed, for example, to achieve
load balancing within a multi-anchor-carrier LTE-A cell. Itis
further noted that the LTE-A anchor is responsible for all
WTRU idle mode operations. Example methods for address-
ing this are disclosed herein.

According to an example method, the network may direct
the WTRU to another anchor carrier from the current com-
ponent carrier using some kind of redirection in message 4 of
the random access procedure or possibly as part of the Non-
Access Stratum (NAS) messages. In this case, the WTRU
decodes the message and if there is a redirection command,
the WTRU moves to the anchor component carrier indicated
in the command. In the command, the WTRU might receive
the new anchor carrier’s center frequency number, a fre-
quency offset to the current anchor carrier, or some other
means to locate the new anchor.

According to another example method, the WTRU may
receive and explicit redirection command via an RRC mes-
sage at connection release when the WTRU goes from con-
nected mode to the idle state. In the command, the WTRU
may receive the new anchor carrier’s center frequency num-
ber, a frequency offset to the current anchor carrier, or some
other means to locate the new anchor.

According to another example method, one of the MIB/
SIBs may post a cell-load factor and one or more target carrier
frequencies of the anchor component carriers. If the current
anchor carrier’s load factor is above a certain threshold (or
link quality is below a threshold), the WTRU may automati-
cally select one of the target anchor component carriers indi-
cated in the system information and move to that carrier. This
procedure applies to the idle mode.

Redirection from one anchor component carrier to another
anchor component carrier may also happen in the connected
mode. The methods disclosed for idle mode are equally appli-
cable.

Disclosed hereinafter are the types of information that
could be different on different anchor carriers. Each anchor
carrier may carry information about the linked uplink com-
ponent carrier. Further, each anchor may carry information
about the other downlink component carrier(s) linked to the
same uplink component carrier as the anchor carrier, and each
anchor carrier may carry different random access parameters.
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When several anchor carriers are linked to the same uplink
component carrier, the same random access parameters may
also be used.

Each anchor carrier may have different SIBs, especially
SIB2 that includes information about radio resource configu-
ration like MIMO configuration, uplink control channel con-
figuration, etc. This SIB includes the random access param-
eters as well. Note that in LTE-A, another SIB may be used to
carry this kind of information.

In the case where the LTE-A anchor carrier addresses the
WTRU idle mode paging, then the paging cycle or DRX cycle
length may be configured differently from anchor carrier to
anchor carrier. Other idle mode paging related parameters
that may be different is the “number of sub-frame occasions
for paging in a paging frame”, i.e., the current Ns parameter in
idle mode paging and the paging sub-frame pattern definition
table.

The WTRU learns these parameters and system informa-
tion by reading the broadcast channel transmitted on the
anchor carrier. Although there may be several anchor compo-
nent carriers in an LTE-A cell, the WTRU might need to lock
onto only one of them at a given time for system information
purposes.

Disclosed hereinafter are methods for addressing system
information modifications. When there is a change in the
system information (SI), the WTRU may get notification by
two example methods. In an example method, the WTRU
may check the PDCCH for a particular RNTI that is used to
transmit system modification commands, for example, SI-
CHG-RNTI. This command may be transmitted periodically
and could consist of an indication flag. The command may
also indicate which particular SIBs are modified by using a
bitmap provided there is an SI change. The WTRU periodi-
cally looks for the PDCCH command with a given RNTI.
After successfully decoding the command, if there is an SI
change, the WTRU reads the modified SIB on the scheduled
time/frequency location for that SIB. In another method, the
WTRU may check the paging message to see a special indi-
cator change.

For system information modifications, the following meth-
ods may be applicable. In an example method, the paging
cycle in connected mode may be the same for all of the
component carriers or can be different for different compo-
nent carriers when it provides paging.

In another method, when the network wants to change the
system information, it may page the WTRU only on the
anchor component carrier. Hence the WTRU needs to moni-
tor its paging cycle only on the anchor component carrier.

In another method, the WITRU, depending on the paging
cycle which best suits its DRX cycle, may choose the anchor
carrier which it wants to monitor. The monitoring can happen
in the WTRU DRX on-duration and active-time that overlaps
the paging cycle on that chosen anchor carrier in order to save
power.

In another method, the WTRU may calculate the system
modification periods based on the anchor component carrier.
The system modification period may be calculated as SFN
mod N, where N may be the modification period coefficient in
frames, which may be received only on the anchor component
carrier.

In another method, once the WTRU receives the page, it
may start receiving the new system information from the
modification period. For the duration when the WTRU is
receiving the new system information, the WIRU may stop
listening to the other component carriers and only listen to
data from the anchor component carrier simultaneously along
with receiving the Sls over the BCCH.
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In another method, the WTRU may also monitor the value
tag of SIB-1 on the anchor component carrier so that it does
not have to read the paging message on each paging cycle.

For the methods disclosed herein, if there are many anchor
component carriers, the WITRU may be told which anchor
component carrier the WIRU needs to listen to for system
information change and/or paging. Alternatively, if all the
anchor carriers are synchronized from the network perspec-
tive, then the WIRU may listen to all anchor component
carriers for this information.

Although features and elements are described above in
particular combinations, each feature or element can be used
alone without the other features and elements or in various
combinations with or without other features and elements.
The methods or flow charts provided herein may be imple-
mented in a computer program, software, or firmware incor-
porated in a computer-readable storage medium for execution
by a general purpose computer or a processor. Examples of
computer-readable storage mediums include a read only
memory (ROM), a random access memory (RAM), a register,
cache memory, semiconductor memory devices, magnetic
media such as internal hard disks and removable disks, mag-
neto-optical media, and optical media such as CD-ROM
disks, and digital versatile disks (DVDs).

Suitable processors include, by way of example, a general
purpose processor, a special purpose processor, a conven-
tional processor, a digital signal processor (DSP), a plurality
of microprocessors, one or more microprocessors in associa-
tion with a DSP core, a controller, a microcontroller, Appli-
cation Specific Integrated Circuits (ASICs), Field Program-
mable Gate Arrays (FPGAs) circuits, any other type of
integrated circuit (IC), and/or a state machine.

A processor in association with software may be used to
implement a radio frequency transceiver for use in a wireless
transmit receive unit (WTRU), user equipment (UE), termi-
nal, base station, radio network controller (RNC), or any host
computer. The WTRU may be used in conjunction with mod-
ules, implemented in hardware and/or software, such as a
camera, a video camera module, a videophone, a speaker-
phone, a vibration device, a speaker, a microphone, a televi-
sion transceiver, a hands free headset, a keyboard, a Blue-
tooth® module, a frequency modulated (FM) radio unit, a
liquid crystal display (LCD) display unit, an organic light-
emitting diode (OLED) display unit, a digital music player, a
media player, a video game player module, an Internet
browser, and/or any wireless local area network (WLAN) or
Ultra Wide Band (UWB) module.

What is claimed is:
1. A method implemented by a wireless transmit/receive
unit (WTRU), the method comprising:

receiving a first radio resource control (RRC) message
comprising carrier aggregation information, the carrier
aggregation information comprising an indication that
downlink control information for downlink transmis-
sions on a first component carrier will be received via a
second component carrier, wherein the WTRU receives,
via the second component carrier, an indication of which
orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM)
symbols of a subframe include a physical downlink
shared channel (PDSCH) region for the WTRU to
decode the downlink transmissions on the first compo-
nent carrier;

receiving a physical downlink control channel (PDCCH)
transmission on the second component carrier, wherein
the PDCCH transmission comprises a downlink grant
and an index indicating which component carrier is to be
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used for carrying a physical downlink shared channel
(PDSCH) transmission associated with the downlink
grant;

determining the PDSCH transmission is to be received on

the first component carrier based on the index included
in the PDCCH transmission received on the second com-
ponent carrier; and

receiving the PDSCH transmission on the first component

carrier in accordance with the downlink grant included
in the PDCCH transmission received on the second com-
ponent carrier.

2. The method as in claim 1, wherein the index is included
in a carrier indicator field of the PDCCH transmission.

3. The method as in claim 1, wherein each of the first
component carrier and the second component carrier include
a respective PDCCH.

4. The method as in claim 1, wherein each of the first
component carrier and the second component carrier support
operation of Long Term Evolution (LTE) Release 8 WTRUs.

5. The method as in claim 1, wherein the carrier aggrega-
tion information indicates that multiple component carriers
are to be scheduled via PDCCH transmissions sent on the
second component carrier.

6. The method as in claim 1, wherein the second compo-
nent carrier does not include a transmitted PDCCH.

7. The method as in claim 1, wherein the second compo-
nent carrier is a primary component carrier for the WTRU.

8. The method as in claim 7, wherein the primary compo-
nent carrier is a component carrier that the WTRU initially
connected to.

9. The method as in claim 1, wherein the indication of
which OFDM symbols of a subframe include the PDSCH
region for the WTRU to decode the downlink transmissions
on the first component carrier comprises an indication of a
number of OFDM symbols that should be assumed to include
control information at the beginning of the subframe.

10. The method as in claim 9, wherein the indication of the
number of OFDM symbols that should be assumed to include
the control information at the beginning of the of the first
component carrier is transmitted via a physical control format
indicator channel (PCFICH) of the second component carrier.

11. A wireless transmit/receive unit (WTRU) configured,
at least in part, to:

receive a first radio resource control (RRC) message com-

prising carrier aggregation information, the carrier
aggregation information comprising an indication that
downlink control information for downlink transmis-
sions on a first component carrier will be received via a
second component carrier, wherein the WTRU is con-
figured to receive, via the second component carrier, an
indication of which orthogonal frequency division mul-
tiplexing (OFDM) symbols of a subframe include a
physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH) region for
the WTRU to decode the downlink transmissions on the
first component carrier;

receive a physical downlink control channel (PDCCH)

transmission on the second component carrier, wherein
the PDCCH transmission comprises a downlink grant
and an index indicating which component carrier is to be
used for carrying a PDSCH transmission associated with
the downlink grant;

determine the PDSCH transmission is to be received on the

first component carrier based on the index included in
the PDCCH transmission received on the second com-
ponent carrier; and
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receive the PDSCH transmission on the first component
carrier in accordance with the downlink grant included
in the PDCCH transmission received on the second com-
ponent carrier.

12. The WTRU as in claim 11, wherein the WTRU is
configured to refrain from attempting to decode PDCCH
transmission transmitted on the first component carrier based
on receiving the carrier aggregation information.

13. The WTRU as in claim 11, wherein control information
for WTRUSs supporting carrier aggregation and control infor-
mation for WTRUSs lacking support for carrier aggregation is
multiplexed on the PDCCH of the second component carrier.

14. The WTRU as in claim 13, wherein the control infor-
mation for WTRUSs supporting carrier aggregation and the
control information for WTRUs lacking support for carrier
aggregation is multiplexed on the PDCCH of the second
component carrier in a hybrid frequency division multiplex-
ing (FDM)/time division multiplexing (TDM) manner.

15. The WTRU as in claim 11, wherein the index is
included in a carrier indicator field of the PDCCH transmis-
sion.

16. The WTRU as in claim 11, wherein the WTRU is
configured to detect the PDCCH transmission using blind
decoding.

17. A base station configured, at least in part, to:

determine that downlink control information for a first

component carrier is to be transmitted to a wireless
transmit receive unit (WTRU) using a physical downlink
control channel (PDCCH) of a second component car-
rier;

send a first radio resource control (RRC) message compris-

ing carrier aggregation information to the WIRU, the
carrier aggregation information comprising an indica-
tion that the downlink control information for downlink
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transmissions on the first component carrier will be sent
to the WTRU via the PDCCH of the second component
carrier, wherein the base station is configured to send,
via the second component carrier, an indication of which
orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM)
symbols of a subframe include a physical downlink
shared channel (PDSCH) region for the WTRU to
decode the downlink transmissions on the first compo-
nent carrier;

send a PDCCH transmission to the WIRU on the second

component carrier, the PDCCH transmission compris-
ing a downlink grant and an index indicating which
component carrier is to be used for carrying a PDSCH
transmission associated with the downlink grant,
wherein the index included in the PDCCH transmission
indicates that the first component carrier is to be used by
the WTRU for receiving the PDSCH transmission asso-
ciated with the downlink grant; and

receive the PDSCH transmission on the first component

carrier in accordance with the downlink grant included
in the PDCCH transmission received on the second com-
ponent carrier.

18. The base station as in claim 17, wherein the index is
included in a carrier indicator field of the PDCCH transmis-
sion.

19. The base station as in claim 17, wherein each compo-
nent carrier utilized by the base station for communicating
with the WTRU is scheduled using the second component
carrier.

20. The base station as in claim 17, wherein the base station
is further configured to send an indication to the WTRU that
the downlink control information for the first component
carrier will be shifted to a different component carrier.
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